Champions. Whether it's on the field, in the classroom, in a clinic or around the world, Linfield students, faculty and alumni are champions. In this issue we explore many kinds of winners. We take a close look at the Linfield-Good Samaritan School of Nursing, which combines the liberal arts with hands-on clinical practice to educate some of the top nurses in the region. Their reach is also being felt in places such as Cameroon, where students worked with an alumna in January. We salute the Wildcat softball team for their national title, the first for any Linfield women's team. Read on for the work by a Linfield professor who aids the devastated Gulf Coast. We also take a look at service by a Linfield student in the local community and research by an alumna at the bottom of the world. As we prepare for Linfield's sesquicentennial next year, we will continue to bring you stories, both past and present, of Linfield champions.
--Mardi Mileham
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Features 6 Educating nurses
The Linfield-Good Samaritan School of Nursing combines the liberal arts with a community health focus to educate the next generation of nurses.
Digging into disaster relief
Professor Rob Gardner returns to the Gulf Coast to continue his research and to help rebuild the devastated area.
Linfield professors to retire
Professors Barbara Drake, Joel Marrant and Fred Ross share their memories, which span four decades of teaching at Linfield. 
Science secrets under the ice

Keep the spirit of hope alive
Ruth (Musunu) Titi Manyaka '69 keeps hope alive for some of the world's most vulnerable people.
National champions
The Wildcat softball team used grit, determination and talent to take the NCAA national championship, the first women's team title in Linfield's history.
